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Chippawa there was displayed a new spirit in the
American army.

Riall retreated with his red-coated regulars to a
stronger line at Queenston, while Jacob Brown was
sending anxious messages to Commodore Chauncey
begging him to use his fleet in cooperation and so
break the power of the enemy in Upper Canada.
"For God's sake, let me see you," he implored.
But again the American ships on Lake Ontario
failed to seize an opportunity, and in this instance
Chauncey's inactivity dismayed not only General
Brown but also the Government at Washington.
The fleet remained at Sackett's Harbor with ex-
cuses which appeared inadequate: certain changes
were being made among the officers and crews, and
again " the squadron had been prevented being
earlier fitted for sea in consequence of the delay in
obtaining blocks and iron-work." Chauncey sub-
sequently fell ill, which may have had something
to do with his lapse of energy. The whole career of
this naval commander on Lake Ontario had dis-
appointed expectations, even though the Secretary
had commended his "zeal, talent, constancy, cour-
age, and prudence of the highest order." The
trouble was that Chauncey let slip one chance after
another to win the control of Lake Ontario in